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Principal’s update

Welcome back to all our current families and a very warm welcome to 
new families joining the school. I hope that you had thoroughly 
enjoyable summer holidays.  
I am delighted to say that we have had a great start to the term , 
Children are looking super smart, they are behaving brilliantly and 
working hard. I am also pleased to see how punctuality has improved 
with our new 8;40 start time. We allow a few minutes for children to 
enter school but then close the gates at 8:50am. It is meaning so much 
extra learning time for some children who used to arrive much later 
previously. Thank you so much for your support with this.
As you will have noticed a huge amount of money has been spent on 
playground improvements over the summer. This is a project we have 
been keen to enable for years and it is wonderful to see how much extra 
space we have gained and how smart and neat the new surface looks 
now we have finally been able to do it!. Old and worn equipment has 
been removed and we have been able to increase the play space 
considerably. 
In a few weeks time lots of colour will be added to the playground 
surface. We have a range of games and sports markings that will be 
added to the playground and these will encourage active play and fun 
learning. We will also be fundraising over the year to increase the 
amount of equipment the children can play with at lunchtime. This 
week it has been excellent to see that we now have space for tennis nets 
and other sporting activities to be set up in the playground as a result of 
the changes. . We are also incredibly lucky to have such a large school 
field and in November we will be planting lots of extra trees and bushes 
on the field- exciting times! 
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Key Reminders: 
● Please can all parents and carers be extra careful when dropping off around St 

Dunstan’s Close gate. I continue to be really concerned at the number of parents, 
often with prams or young children, who stand or walk in the road by the gate. This is 
incredibly dangerous and also adds to the general traffic congestion. Please can all 
families walk on the pavements to keep us all safe and help avoid any accidents. 
Please also move away form the gates once you have dropped your child to give space 
for the other children to enter. Many thanks for your support to keep our children safe. 

● Please consider not driving to school but if you have no option please consider 
parking a couple of streets away and walking the last little part to help with 
congestion and road safety. 

● Please can I also remind parents not to park or walk on the driveways of local 
residents. This is a residential area and we must always be respectful of our 
neighbours. 

Dates for your diary

Year 6 Secondary School 
Transfer Meeting  -
Monday 18th Sept @ 6.00pm

Staff Development day
Friday 13th October

Half Term
Monday 23rd Oct - Fri 27th Oct. 
2023

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this last week 
was: 

1st place:     3NI
2nd place:   4SG
3rd place:    6RH

It will be a non-uniform 
day for on …., well done!
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Safeguarding:   GOOGLE FAMILY LINK

Due to the increase in issues with online safety, appropriate use of technology and the dangers 
of social media, I cannot stress enough the need for parents/carers to be monitoring how 
children are utilising technology and ensuring they are doing so safely and responsibly.  It is you 
as parents/carers responsibility to do this. 

As well as physically spending time checking your child's devices which is vital, a really helpful 
app that I can not recommend enough is Google Family Link.   This app allows parents to 
monitor who their children are talking to online and shares their location, so for walking to and 
from home, this is perfect, including having control over what your child is posting, sharing and 
downloading. It gives parents/carers control of what apps their child is allowed to have access 
to; finally, it can even control when the child has access to the phone and when it is downtime. 
It is a highly beneficial app for parents wanting to support their child's independence but also 
teaching them responsibility.  The app is available in the Android Play store to download or the 
Apple App Store. 
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Events:

Vocabulary Day 

Taking place on Thursday 21st September 2023.  We are asking children to dress up as a word.  
The word should be an adjective, verb or adverb.  There will be prizes for children who are 
especially creative with their choice of word/costume!  Good luck!

Worlds Largest Coffee Morning!

In aid of supporting Macmillan we will be selling cakes in the playground after school on Friday 
29th September.  Further information to follow!

Principal awards:
Congratulations to the following children who have received a Principal Award
this month. 
Very well done!
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Family Support worker focus:

Being a parent is extremely rewarding and enjoyable but it isn’t always easy. It can very 
demanding, frustrating and tiring. For parenting to be a positive experience and in order to 
achieve this, children need to be able to communicate their needs, explore and manage their 
emotions and feel confident as they grow up.
Dealing with children’s behaviour can be challenging and very stressful and having a positive 
approach to parenting that promotes their development and manage behaviour and emotions 
can make parenting a more enjoyable experience and promotes a positive, nurturing 
environment for children.

Tips for making a positive and nurturing environment for children
● Spend time with your child – short frequent amounts of quality time are very important.
● Children need to feel valued. Make time for them and be available to them.
● Speak nicely – this conveys respect and teaches them how to speak nicely to others.
● Listen and talk to your child often – ask your child about their day. Children learn to 

express themselves through conversation. Keep communication open as this builds close 
relationships. Share your day with them and talk about things that they are interested in.

● Be affectionate – children need to feel loved and cared for. Give your child affectionate 
that they feel comfortable with.

● Give your child attention – Show an interest in what your child is doing and be available 
when they want to share something with them.

● Praise – children love being praised. Use descriptive praise to encourage positive 
behaviour eg thank you for tidying up. Your child knows exactly what they did well. Some 
children may find praise embarrassing or uncomfortable so a smile or thumbs up can 
show that you are pleased with them.

● Praise good behaviour - when your child behaves well praise them as this encourages
● behaviour that you want. Use consequence to deal with negative behaviour eg remove a 

toy or activity/give them time out.

Take home messages
● Create a warm, loving, safe environment
● Use positive strategies to encourage good behaviour and use consequence to deal
● with negative behaviour
● Have realistic expectations of your child
● Take care of yourself – You are very important!

For more information or if you need support with your child’s behaviour, please call 
Margaret O’Donovan on 07771 614981.
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Curriculum Showcase:

Nursery

What a great start to the Nursery! The children have enjoyed exploring all the new activities in the 
indoor and outdoor learning areas.   
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Curriculum Showcase:

Reception

Reception have settled well into their first week of school. They have enjoyed getting to know their 
peers and explore the learning in their new classrooms. We are looking forward to the year ahead. 
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Curriculum Showcase:

Year 1

Year one have had a lovely start to the year, exploring lots of new subjects and showing 
their teachers all the wonderful things they had learnt in reception. The teachers have all 

been very proud of how the children have settled so well and we look forward to an 
exciting year ahead.
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Curriculum Showcase:

Year 2

Year 2 have settled back into school really well and enjoyed spending some time reading outside 
in the shade. We introduced our topic for Autumn 1 ‘Sensational Safari’ and created some African 

sunset Art.
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Curriculum Showcase:

Year 3

Bonjour! Year 3 had loads of fun having their first French lesson with Madame Mezrit, where they 
learnt French greetings! Au revoir.
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Curriculum Showcase:

Year 4

Year 4 have been getting creative with using Indian patterns to design their own elephants as part 
of their new Art unit. Here are some examples of their fabulous work! 
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Curriculum Showcase:

Year 5

Year 5 Learning about states of matter and what a solid is.
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Curriculum Showcase:

Year 6

Year 6 have been thinking about their hopes and dreams at the start of Year 6 during their PSHE 
lesson this week.  Many have set themselves ambitious and positive goals.
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