
  

MRS NERG 
  
Movement - All Living things move to find food, 
escape predators or find better growing 
conditions. 
 

All living things move - to find food, escape predators 

or find better growing conditions, even plants.  

Reproduction – All Living things make more living 
things of the same type – making new 
generations of the same species. 
 

 

All living things make more living things of the same 
type - making new generations of a species.  

Sensitivity – All living things can detect changes 
in their surroundings such as changes in light. 
 

 

All living things can detect changes in the 
surroundings such as changes in light.  

Nutrition – All living things take in and use food 
as a source of energy. 
 
Excretion – All living things get rid of waste 
including carbon dioxide from respiration.  
 

 

All living things grow.  

Respiration – All living things get energy from 
food.  Many use oxygen to do this. 
  

 

All living things get energy from food. Many use 
oxygen to do this.  

Growth – All living things grow. All living things get rid of waste - including carbon 

dioxide from respiration.  
 All living things take in and using food as a supply of 

energy.  
 

A food chain shows how living things get 
food. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A food web shows how many different 
plants and animals are connected. 
 

  
  

  
  
  
  

 
 
 

 
 

PLANTS, ANIMALS AND MICRO-ORGANISMS ARE ALL LIVING THINGS.  

There are 7 characteristics of living things:   movement, reproduction, sensitivity, 

nutrition, excretion, respiration and growth.  These can be remembered using the name:  

MRS NERG. 
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