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PLANTS, ANIMALS AND MICRO-ORGANISMS ARE ALL LIVING THINGS.

There are 7 characteristics of living things: movement, reproduction, sensitivity,
nutrition, excretion, respiration and growth. These can be remembered using the name:
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Movement - All Living things move to find food,
escape predators or find better growing
conditions.

Reproduction — All Living things make more living
things of the same type — making new
generations of the same species.

Sensitivity — All living things can detect changes
in their surroundings such as changes in light.

Nutrition — All living things take in and use food
as a source of energy.

Excretion — All living things get rid of waste
including carbon dioxide from respiration.

Respiration — All living things get energy from

A food chain shows how living things get

food.
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A food web shows how many different

plants and animals are connected.
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food. Many use oxygen to do this.
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CLASSIFICATION OF ANIMALS

This is the grouping together of animals with similar characteristics. Animals can be classed as either vertebrates or invertebrates.

VERTEBRATES INVERTEBRATES
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These are animals that have a backbone. These are animals that do not have a backbone.
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Growth — All living things grow.
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Reptiles
Have dry scaly skin.
Lay eggs on dry land.
Are cold blooded.
(Snake, Crocodile)

Fish
Have scales on their bodies.
Have gills for breathing.
Are cold blooded.
(Shark, Tuna)

Amphibians

Have moist slimy skin.

Lay eggs in water.
Are cold blooded.
(Frog, Newt)

Protozoa

Single cell organisms
all microscopic.

Flatworms

Simple and soft bodied.
(Tape worm, Flukes)

Annelid Worms

Segmented bodies.
(Earthworm, Leech)

Echinoderms

Spiny sea creatures.
(Starfish, Sea urchin)

Hard external skeleton
and jointed limbs,

Coelenterates

Soft bodies, stinging cells.
(Jellyfish, Sea anemone)

Molluscs

Soft bodied, most have shells.
(Snails, Limpet)
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Insects

Mammals

Have fur or hair.
Feed young on milk.
Are warm blooded.

(Cow, Human)

Have feathers and wings.
Have beaks and lay eggs.
Are warm blooded.
(Wren, Swan)

Crustaceans

Mostly sea creatures. Wings, six legs, three
Many legs and two body parts, one pair
sets of antennae. of (C
(Crab, Lobster) (Bee, Ladybird)

Arachnids
Eight legs, two body
parts, no antennae,

(Spider, Scorpion)

Myriapods
Many legs and
body segments.
ipede, Millipede)
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