
Welcome to Year 4’s How 
to Help Reading Parent 

Workshop





National Curriculum – Age 
related expectations

◦WTS: Working towards year 4 –
Beginning/Developing

◦EXS: Working at year 4 – Expected

◦GDS – Working above year 4 –
Greater Depth



Reading Assessment Changes

There are some changes to the new curriculum and 

assessment in year 6:

◦ The test will contain 3 or 4 different texts. The texts will 

become more difficult as you go through the paper; they 

won’t be linked to a theme

◦ Vocabulary will now be assessed

◦ Pupils will have to predict what might happen next (only in 

fiction texts) children will have to refer to the text

◦ There will be questions where the children will need to 

demonstrate an understanding between fact and fiction

◦ Children will have to compare texts 

(character/setting/events)

◦ Summary is a new expectation. They will usually be closed 

questions .e.g. select from a given list, order events etc.



Improving reading skills

◦ Your child should be reading their accelerated 
reading book EVERY day

◦ To improve their reading speed, your child should 
practice for about 15-30 minutes each day

◦ Your child must take their quiz once a week 
depending on the book level they are reading

◦ Read each word carefully and understand it! Do 
not just say the words and read unnecessarily

◦ Allow your child to increase their understanding 
of words by keeping a dictionary beside them 
when reading as well as creating a vocabulary 
bank to increase their vocabulary



Improving reading skills

◦ Give your child the chance to take breaks often 

between reading

◦ Get your child to visually picture what they have 

read through drawing 

◦ Give your child the opportunity to visit the library 

weekly

◦ Provide the best conditions – lighting, no noise, 

no TV

◦ Encourage them to read as much as they can! It 

will help them in lots of ways (across the 

curriculum) and their vocabulary will become 

larger and more sophisticated



End of year 4 - Expectations





Accelerated Reader

• Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps teachers to 

assess and monitor children's independent reading.

• At the beginning of the year, your child takes a star reading test 

which identifies their Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). This 

enables teachers to ensure children are accessing books 

appropriate to their reading age. 

• Your child picks a book at his or her level and reads it at his or her 

own pace. When finished, your child takes a short quiz on the 

computer within twenty-four of hours of completing the book. 

• This helps to develop their vocabulary and the way they 

understand and  interpret texts.



Accelerated Reader

• You will have been introduced to Home Connect, which enables you 
to monitor what your child is reading and quizzes they have taken. 

• This will help promote a healthy dialogue about what your child is 
reading.

• Rewards: if your child reads a million words they receive a certificate 
on name is put up on the millionaire board.  

◦ Your child should be at a reading level of 4.0 or above – Expected

◦ In December, your child will get the chance to sit their Star Reading 
Test which will could change their ZPD level (reading level) – it could 
go higher/lower



Example reading test questions
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Useful Websites:

◦ https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zprrd2p

◦ https://www.everyschool.co.uk/english-key-stage-2-comprehension-
2.html

◦ https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/

◦ https://www.theschoolrun.com/reading-learn-how-get-most-reading-
your-children

◦ https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/fun-ideas-
learning-at-home/fun-ideas-ages-9-11/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zprrd2p
https://www.everyschool.co.uk/english-key-stage-2-comprehension-2.html
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/reading-learn-how-get-most-reading-your-children
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/fun-ideas-learning-at-home/fun-ideas-ages-9-11/


Encourage your child to read as much 
as they can and enjoy reading 

Thank you for coming!
Any questions?

Please do not forget to take the reading 
booklet resource.


