










Support the child with vocabulary

Help them to define words within the context it has 
been written 

They could: 

Read around the word – by looking at the sentence 
before and the sentence after 

Replace the word with their own to see if it would make 
sense

Encourage them to keep a record of new words they 
have found

The dictionary should always be the last resort 





What is Accelerated 
Reader?

• Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps 
teachers manage and monitor children's independent 
reading practice. 

• Children pick a book at his/her own level and reads it at 
his/her own pace. 

• When finished, your child takes a short quiz on the 
computer. (Passing the quiz is an indication that your child 
understood what was read.)

• Accelerated Reader gives both children and teachers 
feedback based on the quiz results, which the teacher 
then uses to help your child set targets and direct ongoing 
reading practice.



ASSESSING CHILDREN 

• Teachers determine your child’s reading level in one of three ways:

- a Star Reading test;

- a reading age estimation from a standardised test (PIRA);

- using their best professional judgment based on their knowledge of 
your child. 



The Star Reading Test
• Star Reading is a computerised reading assessment that uses 

computer-adaptive technology. 

• Questions continually adjust to your child's responses. 

• If the child's response to a question is correct, the difficulty 
level of the next question is increased. 

• If the child misses a question, the difficulty level of the next 
question is reduced. 

• The test uses multiple-choice questions and takes 
approximately 20 minutes.

The test helps to determine a child’s:
Percentile rank – child’s performance against other children nationally 
Growth percentile – children are tested for times a year, this 
demonstrates progress between tests in comparison to children of the 
same ability 
Reading age – your child’s current reading age 
Zone of Proximal Development – allows children to read across a range 
of books in order for them to achieve optimal growth in reading skills 
without experiencing frustration. 

All Parents will receive of copy this letter at Parent’s Evening in October. Please sign and make a comment 



Books 

A  book level of 4.8 means that the text 

could likely be read by a student 

whose reading skills are at the level of a 

typical Year 4 child during the eighth 

month of school. 

AR points will 

be linked to 

rewards given 

in school.

Just because a child can read the words in a book 

does not mean the content is appropriate.

The interest level of the material must be 

considered.

Interest level is based on content - a book's themes 

and ideas - and indicates for which age group a 

book is appropriate. 

The chart  shows which ages fall into each interest 

level.



Accelerated Reader Quizzes

1. Children take the Quiz within 24 hours of completing a book

Quiz are to only be taken at school completed

2. If more than one quiz type appears, children should take the 
Reading Practice – the rewards are linked to this quiz. However, 
they can take the Literacy Skills and Vocabulary Practice if they are 
available

3. For some quizzes they may have to select how the book was read.

4. A quiz can have between 3,5,10 or 20 questions, depending on the 
level 



How to find a book which is a part of Accelerated 
Reader programme 

To conduct a search of all available books with Accelerated Reader 
quizzes, you can a visit Accelerated Reader Bookfinder at:

www.arbookfind.co.uk

This e-mail will be given to you at Parents Evening 

Most books can be found on Accelerated Reader 

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/


How to help with reading at home

• Encourage your child to read at home. 

• Create a culture of reading in your household by:

- reading with your child

- starting a home library

- visiting your local library on a regular basis

- letting your child see you reading and discussing books 
that each of you have read. 

• When reading with your child, ask questions to be sure 
your child is comprehending what is read. 

• Reading with your child is an important part of developing 
a good reader.



Reluctant Readers 

• Using Accelerated Reader, your child will choose 
the books he/she wants to read. 

• The teacher will make certain the book is at the 
right level so that after completing the book, your 
child should do well on the Accelerated Reader 
Reading Practice Quiz. 

• Success on the quiz will encourage your child to 
read more

• With guidance from the teacher and success, 
even students who say they do not like reading 
will develop a love of reading



Renaissance Home Connect

• Renaissance Home Connect improves the school-to-home 

connection by allowing parents and students to log into the 

Accelerated Reader website and view the student’s reading 

practice and progress towards targets. 

• Parents can access online results which will promote discussion 

between parents and students; this in effect will motivate 

students to read.

• Parents can specify up to six email addresses to receive automatic 

updates on their child’s reading progress.

• Parents will receive a copy of the website and their child’s login 

details at Parent’s Evening in October 2019





http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/reading/

https://www.everyschool.co.uk/english-key-stage-2-comprehension.html



